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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Seasoned ministry leader, bestselling author, and national church consultant with 
more than 32 years of experience helping churches grow spiritually, relationally, 
and organizationally. Proven executive-level leader with deep expertise in vision 
casting, communications, discipleship strategy, guest experience, operations, 
staff leadership, worship, and congregational growth. 

Trusted advisor to senior pastors and leadership teams across the United States, 
having consulted with more than 200 large churches, trained thousands of 
leaders, and coached church planters nationwide. Passionate about building 
thriving, Jesus-centered communities marked by clarity, health, and mission 
impact. 

 

CORE COMPETENCIES 
• Executive Church Leadership & Operations 
• Communications Strategist 
• Vision Casting, Leadership Development & Strategic Planning 
• Coaching Church Planters 
• Launching Movements 
• Discipleship Pathways & Small Group Systems 
• Guest Experience, Assimilation & Volunteer Engagement 
• Staff Development, Coaching & Team Culture 
• Multisite Strategy & Congregational Growth 
• Conflict Resolution & Organizational Health 
• Teaching, Writing & National Conference Speaking 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Northside Church Charlotte – Executive Pastor/Executive Director   

2026-Current 

• Greg oversees all operations (finance, HR, facilities, etc.). 
• Oversee the Facilities Manager and all the facilities (2300-seat worship 

center, 100-acre campus, multiple buildings, including a daycare center, K-
12 school, gym, Fine Arts Center, etc.) 

• Oversees the $3.75 million budget. 
• Oversees HR. 

 First Impressions Conference — Founder & CEO 

2017–2024 

• Founded a national consulting organization serving large churches in guest 
experience, discipleship, and church systems. 

• Created and led the largest church hospitality conference in the country, 
training thousands of pastors and leaders. 

• Consulted with senior leadership teams to design assimilation strategies, 
small-group pathways, and engagement systems that strengthen 
community and growth. 

Director of Entrepreneurship, Journey Church, Huntersville, NC 
2024 

• Oversaw missional businesses and entrepreneurial ventures. 

Rock Hill Dream Center — Executive Pastor & Senior Leadership Roles 

2017–2023 

• Served in executive pastoral leadership overseeing operations, staff, 
discipleship, and ministry strategy. 

• Advised churches and pastors as a consultant and pastoral strategist. 
• Directed entrepreneurship initiatives to expand ministry sustainability and 

outreach impact. 



Multisite & Megachurch Leadership — Pastor, Campus Pastor, Technical 
Director, Worship Pastor 

1994–2016 

• Worship Pastor for 11 years and Campus Pastor at multiple multisite 
churches. Oversaw groups, hospitality, missions, outreach, and worship. 

• Served on Executive Leadership Teams and elder boards. 
• Oversaw finances, HR, facilities, missions, staffing, leadership 

development, and ministry systems across large congregations. 
• Built leadership pipelines that empowered lay leaders and multiplied small 

groups. 
• Led churches in vision, teaching, and organizational health to foster spiritual 

growth and unity. 

 

NONPROFIT & MEDIA LEADERSHIP 
ExPastors.com — Executive Director (2014–2018) 
Provided national leadership and care initiatives supporting pastors’ spiritual, 
emotional, and physical health. 

Full Strength Network — Director of Communications & Executive Team 
(2016–2018) 
Led communications strategy, curated national content, and managed a fully 
remote team. Oversaw marketing, web, social media, and PR. 

Christian Media Magazine — Editor-in-Chief (2011–2014) 
Directed editorial vision, rebrand, website launch, sponsorships, and contributor 
network. 

ARC – Association of Related Churches (2009–2011) 
Coached 22 church planters nationwide and participated in assessments and 
training boot camps for future planters. 

 

 



BUSINESS EXPERIENCE 
WorshipHouse Media — COO / Operations Director (2005–2006) 

• Helped launch and scale a technology-driven media marketplace for 
churches. 

• Oversaw operations, sales, marketing, and creative teams in a startup 
environment. 

Greg Atkinson Consulting/Worship Impressions – Founder and CEO (2005-
2026) 

• Consulted with over two hundred churches. 

GTK Solutions – Founder and CEO (2009-2011) 

• Founded and ran a social media marketing agency 

First Impressions Conference – Founder and CEO (2017-2024) 

• Trained thousands of pastors and leaders in hospitality and church systems. 
• Founded the largest church hospitality conference, setting a new excellence 

standard. 
• Consulted regularly with large churches on innovative assimilation systems, 

advanced discipleship pathways, and robust small group strategies to 
optimize community engagement. 

• Led the Charlotte Getaway Weekend retreat, training dozens of leaders from 
around North America in Charlotte, NC. 

 

WRITING, SPEAKING & THOUGHT 
LEADERSHIP 

• Author of five bestselling books, including The Secret Power of Kindness, 
The Hospitality Ministry Handbook for Volunteers, and Secrets of a Secret 
Shopper. 

• National conference speaker and leadership trainer for churches and ministry 
organizations. 



• Host of the EntreChurch Podcast, equipping pastors toward spiritually 
healthy and sustainable ministry. 

• Author of two YouVersion Bible App devotionals with more than 200,000 
global downloads. 

• Creator of small-group curriculum and leadership training resources used by 
churches nationwide. 

Featured in Forbes, The Wall Street Journal, Christianity Today, and major 
national media outlets. 

 

EDUCATION 
MBA (in progress, finishes in 2026) — William Jewell College 

 
Bachelor’s Degree, Church Music & Religion — Charleston Southern 
University 

 
Graduate Studies in Leadership — Liberty University 

Licensed and Ordained since 1997 

 

LEADERSHIP & PERSONALITY STRENGTHS 
• Certified and trained by John Maxwell and Jon Gordon 
• StrengthsFinder: Activator, Belief, Woo, Futuristic, Responsibility 
• Myers-Briggs: ENFJ | DISC: High S / High I | Enneagram: 2w3 
• Spiritual Gifts: Leadership, Administration, Shepherding, Evangelism, 

Exhortation, Creative Communication 
• Working Genius: Inventor and Galvanizer  
• 5 Voices Assessment: RESULTS: 
• Guardian / Pioneer / Nurturer / Connector / Creative 
•  

 



 

REFERENCES 

Mentors of Greg whom he has worked under: 
• Jerry Stepp (Worship Pastor who trained Greg) – (864-244-6597) or 
jerrystepp@charter.net 
• Dr. Matthew Smith (Professor and Senior Pastor) – (559-329-0016) 
pastormatt@eaglesinleadership.org  
 
Staff who worked for Greg: 
• Josh Chapman (Online Community Pastor) – (303-763-0886) or 
joshchapman@forefront.tv 
• Jonathan Moon (Video Producer) – (214-770-6859) or 
jonathan@jonathanmoon.com 
 
Longtime friends: 
Chris Pinion (Senior Pastor) – (816) 352-5653 
chrispinionlive@gmail.com  
 
Cory Singleton (On staff at Shandon Bap6st, former SCBC staff) –  
803-360-1491 

 

Full endorsement portfolio and ministry references available here. 
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